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Mission
Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District
provides technical assistance, financial assistance,
and education in order to create a sustainable,
productive, healthy environment for the
Washington County community. We identify
natural resource challenges and use both time-tested
methods and cutting-edge research to
determine solutions. Working with residents, we
help our community implement sustainable
solutions to conserve and enhance natural resources.

Chairman’s Note

John McDonald, Board Chair

Second, help fix problems: erosion, those
nasty weeds, dying trees, stormwater
damage, pesticides getting to our water,
and many other things you told us you
don’t like.

During the last year Tualatin SWCD grew
exponentially. During that expansion we rebranded. Pictured above: Tualatin SWCD Branding
Committee.

The view from the chair position is
encouraging. I feel like an architect who
pored over pages of building designs,
stressed through construction startups,
and now looks over what is taking shape.
What I see is “under construction” but
heartwarming.
For several years, the district asked county
residents and stakeholders: what do you
want us to do? How can we help? You
wanted two actions.
First, keep our soil, water, and related
natural resources healthy so we can
continue to enjoy economic, environmental,
and lifestyle benefits. By doing so we also
help meet the challenges and pressures
threatening our natural resources.
Page 3

We gathered around tables, cranked up
computers, and drew our plan which details
how we will do what you asked. Perhaps
you saw us in 2016 beating the bushes,
making fervent pleas asking you to help pay
through a tax base to implement the plan. I
am especially grateful for your confidence
in us. I am equally proud that we are doing
what you asked.
We continue to expand our 60-year history
of working in agriculture but have added
new services to cities and forests. Our
conservation education is expanding. The
weed control efforts are growing (no pun).
Our programs and services now reach the
whole county. The board is being very
careful to nurture our infant programs as
they grow. We are just now in the middle of
our five-year plan (2016-2020).
I am very pleased with what we have: highquality employees, a strong board, great
partnerships, a growing array of products
and services, and equally important,
a clear vision of what we need to do to
serve you in future years.

Brand Pillars
Livable Community

Wise Conservation

Practical Innovation

Our work helps to create
healthy, livable communities
that are good places to
work and to play. We form
partnerships to achieve
stewardship, provide
conservation education, and
bring communities together
in shared responsibility. We
believe in being inclusive
and sharing resources. We
see economic health, human
health, and environmental
health as interconnected
and necessary for livable
communities.

We believe conservation
is based in knowledge and
practice. Our organization
guides the Washington
County community to
conserve and enhance
all natural resources.
We create educational
opportunities and help
community members better
understand and connect
to conservation resources.
Wise conservation makes
sustainability attainable
for individuals and
communities.

Our practices are based
on science and practical
experience. We implement new
knowledge and technology
as well as reliable, established
practices. We continue to learn
and grow in order to serve our
community’s needs.

Where we have been...
On June 20, 1955, the Washington County Soil Conservation District was formed to help farmers with erosion
control, irrigation and drainage improvement, and farm planning. In 1963, the Oregon Legislature added “and
water” to all Conservation District names. In 2003, the District changed its name to Tualatin Soil and Water
Conservation District.
A Soil Conservation
Service employee
surveying a site on a
Washington County creek.

Multiple partners and
directors studying the
Tillamook Forest in 1978.
Pictured below: Bob
Madsen, Charles Boothby,
George Schroeder,
Monroe Samuels, Vic
Madsen, Ralph Duyck.
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Briita Pajunas and Juli
Waarvik complete an
inventory on a stream
to measure baseline
conditions before a stream
enhancement project is
started.

Featured
Research

Landowner
Highlight

Conservation Specialist,
Nicole Ruggiero, identifies
grasses in a pasture on a
project.

Oregon
Agriculture in the
Classroom

Following the 2016 tax levy that provided stable funding, Tualatin SWCD was able to move into a new
office, grow to 15 employees, and expand its programs to offer assistance to all Washington County
residents.

Stream
Enhancement
Program

Where we are.

Conservation Education
Our accomplishments from the year

As the Tualatin SWCD
continues to develop
new programs, the need
for community outreach
increases. In FY 2018, the
District created three new
conservation programs: an
Invasive Species Program, a
Rural Conservation Program,
and an Urban Conservation
Program. Given the
increased ability to provide
technical and financial
assistance to individuals and
groups across the county,
two Conservation Educators
spent the year raising
awareness of the scope of
assistance programs that
Tualatin SWCD has to offer.
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By hosting or attending 60
outreach events, including
farmers markets, educational
presentations, workshops,
and a variety of community
events, the Conservation
Education Program reached
over 4,900 people this
fiscal year. That’s a 60%
increase over last year. At
outreach events, Tualatin
SWCD used interactive
activities to talk with
residents about a variety
of conservation topics
relevant to both urban and
rural communities, including
composting, creating
habitat for pollinators, and
maintaining watershed

health. Workshops hosted
by Tualatin SWCD provided
community members with
information about how
to identify and report
invasive plant species, how
to landscape with native
plants, and how to support
beneficial insects.
Tualatin SWCD aims to
increase the number
of Washington County
residents reached through
workshops and outreach
events.

13 farmers markets
(Beaverton, Bull Mountain,
Hillsboro, Cedar Mill, Aloha, Forest
Grove)

Conservation
Education
Program

Where we have
been &
Where we are

14 school & Oregon Zoo
Education Center events

Oregon
Agriculture in the
Classroom

(including Tigard Street
Fair, Celebrate Hillsboro,
Cedar Mill Sustainability
Fair, and many more)

Stream
Enhancement
Program

14 annual
community events

Landowner
Highlight

11 workshops
& community
presentations

2 Earth Day events

Featured
Research

2 special events
(open house
& native plant
sale)

Budget &
Financial
Summary

2 trade shows

2 National Night Out
events

Grant Programs

Events Overview

Oregon Agriculture
in the Classroom Growth in the schools
Oregon’s Agriculture in
the Classroom Foundation
(AITC) brings lessons about
farming, soil health, food
systems, and nutrition
directly into classrooms
across the state. Given that
35% of Washington County
is rural, most students aren’t
far from a place where food
is actively being produced.
The lessons and educational
support provided by AITC
help teachers and students
understand the path that
their food takes on its way to
the table. AITC is dedicated
to helping students grow
in their knowledge of
agriculture, the environment,
and natural resources for the
benefit of Oregonians today
and in the future.
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Through Tualatin SWCD’s
sponsorship of AITC,
Washington County
teachers and classrooms
have a unique resource
in Kassia Rudd, the
Washington County
Programs Coordinator. Rudd
frequently visits classrooms
throughout the county to
provide lessons, school
garden consultations, and
curriculum support. She
works with other AITC staff
to host teacher training
workshops, run an annual
literacy project focused on
agriculturally-themed books,
and compile artwork from
students around the state
to create an annual AITC
calendar.
AITC has also established
a lending library, located at
the Tualatin SWCD office,
which provides teachers
with access to a variety

of agriculture-related
educational resources
including books, DVDs,
lesson plans, and learning
kits. As one of only two
AITC lending libraries in the
state, Washington County
educators benefit from
being able to drop in and
peruse materials that can be
used in their classrooms.
In the past year, at least 50
new teachers in Washington
County signed up to
take advantage of AITC’s
resources. Rudd has been
continuously curating the
library’s collection, with
an eye toward inclusivity
and diversity in agriculture.
She is acquiring more
Spanish-language materials
and finding books that
go beyond talking about
food to discuss labor in
agriculture and diverse
representation in careers.

For Rudd, a highlight
of the past year was
initiating the Harvest of
the Month program at
McKinney Elementary
School in Hillsboro. This
program brings local
food system workers into
classrooms to share their
real-life experiences in
farming, production, food
preparation, and a variety
of other food-related
careers. Students watched
filmed interviews of each
professional before asking
their own questions and
participating in food tasting
activities.
Rudd is excited to continue
her work with local
educators to identify their
interests and mold the AITC
program to fit the specific
needs of Washington
County.

W. Verne McKinney students
build soil health and school
aesthetics by planting peas,
a pretty and tasty crop that
partners with beneficial
microbes to fix atmospheric
nitrogen and add it to the
soil.

Where we have
been &
Where we are

19

classrooms visited for AITC Literacy
Project in Washington County

286

impacted through
7,944 students
the AITC program

educators reached
in Washington County

Featured
Research
Budget &
Financial
Summary

Statistics for FY18

Grant Programs

A Washington County 4th grader considers the choices farmers face
every day when producing food and other crops. This lesson, Apples
to Oregon, was the 2018 AITC Annual Literacy Project. Oregon AITC
connects schools with farmers so students can build relationships with
people in their local agricultural community and learn the varied sources
of their food, fiber, and other natural resources.

Landowner
Highlight

Stream
Enhancement
Program

Oregon
Agriculture in the
Classroom

Conservation
Education
Program

Students at W. Verne
McKinney Elementary
prepare the ground for
planting as part of their
weekly garden lesson, a
program funded by an
Oregon Farm to School
Grant and advised by
Oregon AITC.

Stream Enhancement Program
Successes of our streams

To meet the goals of water quality and water quantity in the Tualatin Basin, Tualatin SWCD stream
enhancement involves planting streamside areas in dense woody vegetation using a variety of native trees
and shrubs. Here are a few reasons why trees and shrubs provide top-down benefits for our streams:
• Leaves and branches intercept rainfall and slow its
movement, reducing the total energy of water runoff.
• Leaves and debris provide an important food source for
aquatic life.
• Trees and shrubs provide shade that helps keep water
cool for fish.
• Woody trunks of trees and shrubs also decrease the
energy of high stream flow and act as a filter for debris
and soil swept up in the current.
• Along the slope of a streambank, plant roots help bind the
soil to better resist large-scale bank erosion and keep
ideal habitat in place.
• Root growth and leaf litter encourage water to soak into
the ground, rather than run off, carrying pollutants with it.
• Roots filter contaminants that drop out of the runoff by
pulling them up from the soil and storing nutrients in their
wood.
• Groundwater is filtered by tree roots before it can reach
the stream channel. This means less contaminants and
the gradual release of water into streams, which helps
maintain base flow.
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Why do we need Ponderosa pines?
Willamette Valley Ponderosa pine, or yellow
pine, was historically found along with Oregon
white oak and Douglas fir in savanna grasslands,
a habitat greatly impacted by indigenous
tribes’ land management. This subspecies of
Ponderosa pine has existed in the Tualatin Basin
for several thousand years. It differs from those
found east of the Cascades, as it can tolerate
the wetter conditions and poorly drained soils.
Along riverbanks, it often naturally grows with
cottonwood, ash, or bigleaf maple. This native
species fits the goals of the Tualatin SWCD
Streamside Enhancement Program because
young Ponderosa pines grow rapidly and
provide year-round shade, which helps to control
unwanted weeds and cool temperatures in the
streams for aquatic life. These trees also provide
durable dead wood which fall into the creek and
provide structure and habitat for different stages
of a salmon’s lifecycle.

197 VEGBAC
& VEGBACC

(Vegetated Buffer Areas for
Conservation “& Commerce”)

514 ECREP

80

Statistics for FY18
active restoration projects in the basin

79

5 new projects

new
acres
enrolled

753

active
acres
managed

20 Stewardship Agreements

140,000 trees planted across 28
projects

Where we have
been &
Where we are
Conservation
Education
Program
Budget &
Financial
Summary

Subbasins with the most projects: Lower McKay Creek – 9; Lower East Fork
Dairy Creek – 8; Lower Gales Creek – 8; McFee Creek – 7; Council Creek-Dairy
Creek – 6.

Featured
Research

Landowner
Highlight

(Enhanced Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program)

Oregon
Agriculture in the
Classroom

53 WRP

(Wetland Reserve Program)

Stream
Enhancement
Program

Total acres currently enrolled in Stream Enhancement programs

Grant Programs

Number of Tualatin SWCD Stream Enhancement projects by
subbasin within Washington County

Landowner Highlight
Rewards of Restoration

Bob and Barb Falconer created a haven for pollinators on their
Hillsboro property. From the colorful flowers in their “bee pastures” to
the painted honey bee hives and stacked mason bee nesting boxes,
there is plenty of shelter and food available to support the variety
of bee species that have found refuge on their property. While the
upper portion of the Falconers’ property provides exceptional habitat
to pollinator species, the lower portion sits within the floodplain of
McKay Creek and tends to see very little pollinator activity. In the
past, the area was used for light grazing and farming. With water
from the creek pouring over its banks multiple times each winter,
there are limited options for what can be planted and how the area
can be used. While the mason bee hotels and bumble bee nests that
Bob Falconer installed near the bee pastures stay quite busy, identical
nesting boxes located near the floodplain area sit nearly empty.

Painted honey bee hives sit near a bee pasture.
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Bob and Barb Falconer stand in front of a bee pasture on their property.

After learning more about Tualatin
SWCD’s programs, the Falconers
encouraged upstream neighbors
to consider enhancement projects
on their streamside properties.

Where we have
been &
Where we are
Conservation
Education
Program
Oregon
Agriculture in the
Classroom
Stream
Enhancement
Program
Featured
Research

The Falconers are excited
to watch for any changes in
pollinator activity as more tree
and shrub species are planted
in the floodplain. As foraging
opportunities increase, it is more
likely that the pollinator nesting
attempts will increase. While
they acknowledge that you have
to be committed to long-term
benefits when taking on habitat
enhancement projects, they are
motivated by the cumulative
benefits that the enhancement
efforts on their property, and the
properties of their neighbors, will
have on the local watershed.

regulate water temperature,
filter pollutants, and improve
wildlife habitat.

Landowner
Highlight

Once the property was enrolled,
the process of preparing the
Bob Falconer inspects an experimental bumble bee
site for enhancement could
nest.
begin. Over the past three years,
These plants will provide
Tualatin SWCD has arranged for
additional foraging ground
contractors to periodically visit
the property to control invasive
for important pollinators
species and prepare for aggressive
while also shading the waters
planting of native grasses, shrubs,
of McKay Creek, helping to
and trees.

Budget &
Financial
Summary

The Falconers first became
aware of Tualatin SWCD’s Stream
Enhancement Program through
a postcard mailed to their home.
Their location within the DairyMcKay Creek subwatershed made
them eligible for the Regional
Conservation Partnership Program,
which combines local and federal
dollars to fund practices, such as
streamside buffers and irrigation
efficiency practices, that improve
water quality. In coordination
with landowners, Tualatin SWCD
facilitates the groundwork to put
these enhancement projects in
place.

This neighborly coordination led
to two additional landowners
expressing interest in the program
and resulted in a long, contiguous
stretch of McKay Creek that could
be enhanced, making it a more
impactful project and a good
candidate for enrollment in the
program.

A variety of plant species attract pollinators to the
Falconers’ property.

Grant Programs

The hope is that will change as
the Falconers work with Tualatin
SWCD’s Stream Enhancement
Program to plant a variety of
native shrubs and trees on the
streamside portion of their
property. These plants will provide
additional foraging ground for
important pollinators while also
shading the waters of McKay
Creek, helping to regulate water
temperature, filter pollutants, and
improve wildlife habitat.

Featured Research Expanding our Efforts
The Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District supports conservation research throughout the region. We look for
opportunities to partner with other organizations to conduct relevant research that will help our community implement
sustainable solutions and enhance natural resources.
Two recent research efforts have focused on conservation of the oak and prairie ecosystems. Native prairies are a unique
and important habitat in the Tualatin River Basin, but their distribution has decreased substantially over the last century
due to urban development, land conversion, and fire suppression. This habitat has high biodiversity and is considered a top
conservation priority in Oregon.

Mapping Oregon white oak
in Washington County
In an effort led by the
Intertwine Alliance, over
30 research partners have
worked together to create
an accurate distribution
map of Oregon white oak
trees (Quercus garryana)
throughout the Willamette
Valley. Funding from Tualatin
SWCD supported the
completion of oak mapping
in Washington County.
With a comprehensive data
set describing the
distribution of oak trees,
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project partners can now
begin the process to
prioritize management
of remnant patches. The
mapping effort confirmed
that many oaks in
Washington County are
located on private land.
Technical and financial
assistance from the
Tualatin SWCD can provide
landowners with the support
they may need to conserve
remnant oak patches.
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Stream
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Landowner
Highlight
Featured
Research

Over the past two years, a
pilot research project has
been underway to determine
whether strategically grazing
cattle in prairies can create
the disturbance needed
to achieve the ecological
goals to maintain native
plant diversity and control
invasive species. Tualatin
SWCD’s Board recently
approved funding to
support this ongoing
research as it expands to
additional sites in the area.
This research will provide
important information
to land managers about
the methods available to
preserve prairie habitats.

Budget &
Financial
Summary

Native prairies depend on
periodic disturbance to
maintain native biodiversity.
In the absence of periodic
burning and elk grazing,
which historically provided
disturbance, the balance of
native grasses and flowers
that make up the prairie and
oak ecosystem is threatened.

Grant Programs

Prairie conservation through cattle grazing

Budget and Financial Summary
Unaudited Statement of Revenues and Expenditures for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2018

REVENUES
Fiscal Year Beginning Balance		
Clean Water Services			
Federal Funding 				
Grants					
Other Sources				
State Funding1				
Tax Levy					
Total Revenues				

$

280,855
1,228,699
111,566
8,764
57,489
80,857
4,623,063
6,391,293
Mason bee nesting stations at PCC Rock Creek funded from our
TWIG program with OSU Master Gardeners.

EXPENDITURES
Personnel Services1				
Materials and Services1 		
Operations				
Conservation Incentives		
Outreach & Education		
Capital Outlay				
Total Expenditures				
NET REVENUE OVER EXPENDITURES

829,098
329,993
1,030,209
243,714
581,325
3,014,339
$ 3,376,954

Federal and state matching funds for the Enhance CREP program are
provided through the US Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency
and the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, respectively. Initial costs
are funded by Clean Water Services. Tualatin SWCD provides a “passthrough” by reporting the federal and state matching as revenues, then
reports the payments to Clean Water Services as expenditures.
1
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Unaudited Balance Sheet – June 30, 2018
ASSETS
Cash and Investments 			
Total Assets 				
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Credit Card 				
Payroll Liabilities 				
Total Liabilities 				
Equity
Net Revenue				
Total Equity 				
Total Liabilities & Equity 			

$
$

3,404,815
3,404,815

$

30
27,831
27,861
3,376,954
3,376,954

$

3,404,815

Where we have
been &
Where we are

Expenditures

Personnel Services

Fiscal Year Beginning Balance

Featured
Research

Clean Water Services

Budget &
Financial
Summary

Federal Funding
Grants
Other Resources
State Funding
Tax Levy

The Bethlehem House of Bread Community
garden grows garlic near their irrigation system.

Grant Programs

Revenues

Bethlehem House of Bread Community garden in
Washington County supported by the TWIG program.

Landowner
Highlight

Materials and Services

Stream
Enhancement
Program

Oregon
Agriculture in the
Classroom

Conservation
Education
Program

Capital Outlay

Farmers Market Grant Program
Connecting our Community

Farmers markets allow
consumers to access
fresh, nutritious, local
food while also providing
a direct connection
between local farmers and
their communities. These
markets help promote
agricultural viability, provide
opportunities to purchase
locally-grown foods, and
support healthy, sustainable
communities.
In Fiscal Year 2018, Tualatin
SWCD provided a total of
$43,350 in grant funding
to nine farmers markets
throughout Washington
County, supporting
projects and initiatives that
encouraged community
and vendor participation in
market events.
Many of the markets
used the grants to match
nutritional assistance
funds from the federal
Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program
(SNAP).
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This program ensures that
fresh, healthy food options
are available to economically
diverse communities.
Funds were also used
to support existing and
emerging vendors through
complimentary vendor
stalls, vendor education,
market promotion, and
engaging activities like food
demonstrations and live
performances.

The funded projects have
been wide-ranging, but
they all address an area
of conservation concern
by supporting pollinators
or other beneficial
insects, creating school
or community gardens,
managing rainwater, hosting
conservation-related events,
or implementing native or
water-wise landscaping.

Where we have
been &
Where we are
Conservation
Education
Program
Oregon
Agriculture in the
Classroom
Stream
Enhancement
Program

Nine grants were awarded to
groups planning to establish,
expand, or improve school
and community gardens.
Other projects included
wetland and stream habitat
enhancement, pollinator
hedgerow plantings, and
installation of a pond leveler
to facilitate coexistence of
beavers and farmers.

Landowner
Highlight

The Tualatin Watershed
Improvement Grant
(TWIG) Program provides
up to $5,000 in funding
for projects that improve
the condition of natural
resources throughout the
Tualatin River Watershed.

In the first six months of the
grant program, a total of
$60,000 was awarded to 15
conservation projects. These
projects are expected to
reach approximately 16,000
people in the community.

Featured
Research

In January 2018, Tualatin
SWCD began its small grant
program with the goal of
supporting conservationrelated projects carried
out by other organizations
and individuals throughout
Washington County.

Budget &
Financial
Summary

Caring about Conservation

Grant Programs

Tualatin Watershed Improvement Grant Program

As of 10/01/2018
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