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What are invasive species? 
Invasive species are non-native plants, insects, and animals 
that cause environmental or economic harm. 

Some species are intentionally brought to new areas for 
practical purposes. Others are accidentally introduced by 
catching a ride on vehicles, boats, or in shipments of goods. 

Outside their original habitat, these species can grow out 
of control due to the absence of their natural predators and 
constraints. This allows the invasive species to multiply to 
the detriment of local ecosystems.

The most effective way to control these species is to 
prevent them from moving into new regions. Once a 
species has been introduced, eradication is far more 
expensive (if possible) and greater resources will be 
required to prevent further spread.

Our entire community is affected by 
invasive species. 
Invasive species can spread quickly, outcompeting native 
vegetation, diminishing wildlife habitat, decreasing water 
quality, and increasing the likelihood of erosion. They can 
be hazardous to human health, poisonous to livestock, and 
reduce land productivity. 
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What is Early Detection and Rapid Response? 
Early Detection and Rapid Response (EDRR) is an approach 
to invasive species management that focuses on finding 
and removing invasive species before they cause harm. 
Once an EDRR species is spotted, the community can 
initiate a coordinated response to stop the infestation.

Through active surveying, reporting, and quick decision 
making, new infestations can be found while they are still 
containable. After prevention, EDRR is the most successful, 
cost effective, and least environmentally harmful way to 
control invasive species. 

By working together, we can reduce the 
spread of invasive species!
Controlling invasive species is only successful with support 
from the public. There is a lot of ground to cover, and we 
need your help! This weed identification guide is here to 
help individuals identify and report EDRR weeds in the 
Tualatin River Watershed. 
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What is the Tualatin Watershed      
Invasive Species Team? 
The Tualatin Watershed Invasive Species Team (TWIST) is 
a partnership between community members, non-profit 
organizations, and local and state agencies. If you live, 
work, or play in Washington County, then you’re a part of 
the Tualatin River Watershed.  

TWIST members look for and report EDRR species in the 
Tualatin River Watershed. Reports are then investigated by 
invasive species experts who determine the best method 
of treatment.

Become a TWISTer!
TWIST provides free training to individuals, groups, and 
organizations so they can participate in the effort to control 
invasive species.

To become a TWISTer or to get more information on how 
to spot invasive weeds, contact the Tualatin Soil and Water 
Conservation District’s (Tualatin SWCD) Invasive Species 
Program at invasives@TualatinSWCD.org.
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Meet the Partners!
TWIST is a coordinated effort between local and state 
agencies and non-profit organizations based in the 
Tualatin River Watershed. We rely on your reports to 
prevent EDRR weeds from harming the health of our 
watershed.
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How to Report EDRR Species 
Step 1: Collect information about your sighting

Follow these steps if you suspect that you have found any 
of the weeds in this guide, so we can follow up on your 
report.

1. Take pictures of the plant. Snap a photo of the whole 
plant including an object to show scale, such as a ruler, 
quarter, hand, or even a person. If possible, take a second 
close-up picture of any distinctive features like flowers 
and leaves. 

2. Write a description of the plant. Include details about 
any leaves (shape and size), flowers (color, shape, and 
size) and any unique characteristics (hairs, visible roots, 
thorns, etc.) Also describe the plant’s surroundings and 
the type of habitat it’s growing in.

3. Collect location information. Record the closest 
address, intersection, mile marker, or the distance past a 
trail or bridge crossing. List any nearby landmarks. If you 
can record latitude and longitude coordinates on your 
phone, that’s even better! 

4. Describe the size of the infestation. Estimate how 
many feet wide and long the patch of plants is. It’s 
especially helpful if you can estimate how many plants 
are present. 

R
ep

or
t



9

Step 2: Report your sightings of EDRR weeds

There are two ways to report EDRR weeds:

Online: Visit the Oregon Invasive Species Hotline 
(OregonInvasivesHotline.org) and click the ‘Report Now’ 
button. Fill out the form with the information listed in 
Step 1. 

If you have trouble reporting your sightings through 
the hotline, you can email the Tualatin SWCD Invasive 
Species Program at invasives@TualatinSWCD.org.

Phone: If you do not have access to the internet, you can 
report an EDRR sighting by phone. If your sighting is:

Within Washington County, call the Tualatin SWCD: 
503-334-2288 

Within other parts of Oregon, call the Oregon 
Invasives Species Hotline: 1-866-INVADER (468-2337)

What We Will Do
If a priority invasive weed is reported, we will contact the 
property manager and request permission to visit the 
site. We will then verify the species, determine the most 
effective response, and begin controlling the species.

Unfortunately, control of widespread EDRR species may 
be limited to specific areas or critical habitats. If such 
limitations exist, we will work with the landowner to 
improve management and prevent further spread.
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Glossary of Botanical Terms 
Annual: A plant that lives its entire life cycle within a 
single growing season.

Aquatic: A plant that is adapted to living in aquatic 
environments for most of its life cycle. These plants are 
found in standing or flowing water or in mud.

Biennial: A plant that requires two years to complete its 
life cycle.

Bracts: Small, leaf-like structures that are just below a 
plant’s flower.

Corms: A swollen, underground plant stem. Corms are 
similar to bulbs but lack leaflike rings.

Emergent: An aquatic plant that is rooted underwater 
and has stems that grow above the water surface.

Free-floating: An aquatic plant that floats at the water 
surface and is not rooted underwater. 

Herbaceous: A plant that lacks a persistent, woody stem 
above the ground.

Incised: Leaf edges that are sharply indented and have a 
torn appearance.

Irregular flowers: Flowers with petals that are not 
uniform in size and shape.

Node: The area of a plant where the leaves or branches 
originate.

Leaf axils: The point on the stem where flower buds or 
leaves develop.
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Lobed: Leaf edges with large, rounded indentations.

Perennial: A plant that remains alive over many growing 
seasons.

Pinnate: A type of leaf with individual leaflets lined up 
along a central stalk. It has a similar appearance to a 
feather.

Rhizomes: A continuously growing, horizontal 
underground stem or rootstock.

Rosette: A circular arrangement of leaves that grow close 
to the ground.

Rootstock: The part of the plant where above-ground 
growth and below-ground roots originate. 

Shrub: A perennial plant that has several main stems 
growing at or near the ground. Shrubs usually do not 
have a central stem that forms a trunk.

Spikelet: A grass flower. 

Stolon: A horizontal stem that runs along the ground and 
takes root at certain points to form new plants.

Submersed: An aquatic plant that roots to underwater 
substrate and has stems that remain underwater. 

Tendril: A thin, coiling structure that helps support 
climbing plants.

Toothed: Jagged leaf edge, usually pointy but may also 
be rounded. 

Whorled: An arrangement of leaves that radiate from a 
single point and wrap around the plant’s stem.
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Leaf Descriptions 

Incised Lobed

Toothed Pinnate
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Alternate Opposite

Whorled Rosette
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Legend 
Priority: These weeds are the highest priority for 
treatment in the Tualatin River Watershed. They are 
actively being monitored or treated by TWIST.

Early Detection and Rapid Response: EDRR weeds 
are particularly harmful to both our natural and 
working lands due to their ability to spread quickly 
and displace beneficial plants. Early detection, 
followed by rapid treatment, is critical when the 
infestation is small to reduce their impact.

Toxic: These weeds cause physical harm to people, 
pets, or livestock when touched or eaten.

Agricultural: These weeds are often found in 
agricultural areas such as fields and pastures.

Forest: These weeds are commonly found in 
forested areas.

Aquatic or Semi-Aquatic: Any plant that is adapted 
to living in aquatic environments for most of its life 
cycle. These plants may be found in standing or 
flowing water or in wet ground and mud.



Land Plants
Plant species that are found living on land.
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Garlic mustard
Alliaria petiolata
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REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON

Garlic mustard
Alliaria petiolata

Impact: Garlic mustard is a threat to native forest understory. 
It is commonly found along roads, streams, trails, agricultural 
land, and in residential gardens. Its roots release chemicals 
that restrict other plants’ establishment and growth.

General Description: This herbaceous biennial forms 
rosettes by late spring in its first year. From April to June of 
its second year, it grows flowering stems. It is self-pollinating.

• Plant height: 1-3 feet (0.3-1 m) tall, reaching up to 5 feet 
(1.5 m) when flowering.

Leaves & Stems: Rosette leaves are dark green, kidney-
shaped, and deeply veined. Flowering stems have alternate, 
triangular leaves with toothed sides. Leaves produce a 
distinct garlic odor when crushed.

• Leaf size: 2-4 inches (5-10 cm) wide.

Flowers & Seeds: Flowers have four white petals that form 
a cross. Beginning in May, seeds form in narrow, green 
pods and turn brown as they mature. Seeds are small, dark, 
smooth, football-shaped, and eject from seed pods when 
ripe.

• Flower size: 0.25 inch (6 mm) wide.
• Bloom: April to June.

Look-alikes: Garlic mustard rosettes look like native 
fringecup and piggy-back plant. Flowering plants resemble 
stinging nettles, nipplewort, and moneyplant.
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Giant hogweed
Heracleum mantegazzianum
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Giant hogweed
Heracleum mantegazzianum

Impact: Do not touch giant hogweed! Skin will burn and 
blister when exposed to the plant’s sap and sunlight. Its 
shallow roots are unable to hold soil in place which leads to 
erosion and its large growth displaces native vegetation.

General Description: This herbaceous perennial grows from 
its roots each spring. After flowering and producing seeds, 
the entire plant dies back in the winter. It spreads along 
streambanks, fields, and forest understories. 

• Plant height: Rosettes grow to 4 feet (1.2 m) tall; flowering 
stems grow 10-15 feet (3-4.6 m) tall. 

Leaves & Stems:  Each leaf is divided into three leaflets. 
Leaflets are deeply incised, and the underside is scaly. 
Hollow, flowering stems develop after two to four years of 
growth and have raised, purple blotches with straight hairs.

• Leaf size: 3-5 feet (1-1.5 m) wide. 

Flowers & Seeds: Umbrella-shaped clusters of white flowers 
make up a large flowerhead. Seeds are flat, and oval. Each 
plant can produce up to 50,000 seeds per year.

• Flower size: Flowerheads reach 2.5 feet (0.8 m) wide. 
• Seed size: 0.4 inch (1 cm) long.
• Bloom: mid-May to July.

Look-alikes: Giant hogweed looks like native cow parsnip. 
Cow parsnip only grows to 6 feet (2 m) tall and has 
flowerheads smaller than 1 foot (0.3 m) in diameter and much 
smaller, less incised leaves.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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1

Woody knotweed
Polygonum species

1: Tom Heutte, USFS, Bugwood.org
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Woody knotweed
Polygonum species

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN                     
WASHINGTON COUNTY

Impact: All woody knotweeds are invasive in North America. 
They displace native plants, especially along streams and 
creeks where root fragments can be dislodged and move 
downstream to form new patches. Establishment along 
streams and creek banks leads to increased erosion. They are 
very difficult to control once established.

General Description: These herbaceous perennials grow 
from underground rhizomes in the spring and die back in the 
winter. Three species of knotweed are commonly found in 
Washington County.  

• Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum)
• Bohemian knotweed (P. bohemicum)
• Giant knotweed (P. sachalinense)

They are similar in appearance, with small differences in the 
leaves and stems.

Notes: A smaller woody knotweed species, Himalayan 
knotweed (P. polystachyum), is also present in Oregon. 
However, its distribution is mainly in coastal areas.
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Woody knotweed
Polygonum species
1

1: Chris Evans, University of Illinois, Bugwood.org
2: Tom Heutte, USFS, Bugwood.org
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Woody knotweed
Polygonum species

2

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN                 
WASHINGTON COUNTY

Leaves & Stems: Woody knotweeds have reddish-green, 
bamboo-like stems that grow either erect or trail on the 
ground. All three species have alternating leaves, but leaf 
shape and stem height vary by the species.

• Japanese: Individual leaves grow on short stalks. Each 
leaf is 2-6 inches (5-15 cm) long and 2-4 inches (5-10 cm) 
wide, with pointed tips and blunt base. Stems can grow 
to 12 feet (3.7 m) tall. 

• Bohemian: Leaves vary in shape, but generally have a 
spade to heart-shaped base and pointed tip. Leaves are 
leathery, tough, and grow up to 12 inches (30.5 cm) long. 
Stems grow up to 12 feet (3.7 m) tall.

• Giant: Leaves grow up to 1 foot (0.3 m) long and have a 
heart-shaped base, wavy edges, and a rounded tip. Stems 
grow up to 15 feet (4.6 m) tall.

Flowers & Seed: Individual flowers are tiny, but cluster in 
erect, cream-colored plumes that extend from the leaf axils. 
Seeds are tan/brown, shiny, and winged.

• Seed size: 0.125 inch (3 mm) wide.
• Bloom: July to August.
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Spurge laurel
Daphne laureola
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Spurge laurel
Daphne laureola

Impact: Spurge laurel is toxic. Wear gloves whenever 
touching it. It grows in forest understories and forms dense 
stands that out-compete native vegetation. Its roots release 
chemicals that alter soil chemistry.

General Description: This plant is an evergreen shrub. 
Mature plants have many shoots sprouting near the base. 

• Plant height: Up to 4 feet (1.2 m) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Glossy, oblong, dark green, thick leaves 
have smooth edges. Leaves are spirally arranged and cluster 
at the end of branches. The underside of the leaves is lighter 
in color. Stems are green and turn grey with age.

• Leaf size: 2-7 inches (5-18 cm) long and 0.5-2 inches       
(1-5 cm) wide.

Flowers & Fruit: Small, easy-to-miss, fragrant flowers have 
yellow-green petals with orange stamens. Flowers grow 
between leaves near the tops of stems. They grow in clusters 
of five to twenty. Berries are egg-shaped, begin green and 
ripen to black in early summer. It spreads by root or seed.

• Bloom: January to May.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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False brome
Brachypodium sylvaticum

1 & 2: Bruce N. Newhouse
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False brome
Brachypodium sylvaticum

2

Impact: Once established, false brome quickly becomes 
the dominant groundcover in forests and agriculture fields. 
Infestations outcompete native grasses and wildflowers. It is 
of little forage value to wildlife and livestock. 

General Description: This herbaceous perennial is a bright 
green bunchgrass that tolerates a wide variety of light and 
soil conditions. It is self-pollinating.

• Plant height: 1-4 feet (0.3-1.2 m) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Blades are wide, flat, and drooping. They 
remain vibrant after most other grasses and native plants 
have withered for the year. Distinct hairs cover the entire 
plant making it look velvety. Visible hairs can be seen on the 
sides of each leaf, as well as on its surface.

• Leaf size: 0.25-0.5 inch (6-12 mm) wide.

Flowers & Seeds: Spikelets hang from the ends of flowering 
stems which are covered in hairs on the lower portion. 
Spikelets are directly attached to the stem, lacking a stalk. It 
spreads by seed but does not produce seed in the first year.

• Flower size: Clusters of spikelets grow 2.5-5 inches               
(6-12 cm) long.

• Bloom: June to September.

Look-alikes: You can distinguish false brome from similar 
native grasses by the hairs on the sides of the leaf blades 
and the stalkless spikelets which are directly attached to the 
flowering stems.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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Drooping sedge
Carex pendula

1 & 2: Bruce N. Newhouse
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Drooping sedge
Carex pendula

Impact: Drooping sedge quickly displaces native wetland 
plants throughout the Pacific Northwest. It spreads rapidly 
along streams, wetlands, and shady forests.

General Description: This evergreen, herbaceous perennial  
is a robust, grass-like plant that often grows in shady 
forested wetlands and sometimes in water quality facilities  
or landscaped areas.

• Plant height: 3-6 feet (1-1.8 m) tall when in bloom.

Leaves & Stems: Long, dark green, grass-like blades have a 
prominent deep groove in the middle of each leaf. Leaves 
grow in uniform clumps. Stems are triangular in cross section 
(common of all sedges). 

• Leaf size: 2.5-4 feet (76-127 cm) long and 0.3-0.8 inches 
(8-20 mm) wide.

Flowers & Seeds: Flowers grow in long hanging clusters. 
Flowers grow on long, drooping stems. Mature seeds are 
heavy and weigh stems down.

• Flower size: Flower clusters grow 2-4 inches                       
(5-10 cm) long.

• Bloom: March through May.

Look-alikes: Several native sedges look similar to drooping 
sedge. However, drooping sedge has longer flowering stems, 
forms larger clumps, and blooms in mid-summer, unlike 
native sedges which bloom in spring. Its flowering stems 
persist through winter, unlike native slough sedge.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE NEAR A                          
NATURAL AREA OR WATER
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Giant reed
Arundo donax

1: John D. Byrd, Mississippi State University, Bugwood.org
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Giant reed
Arundo donax

Impact: Giant reed easily out-competes and displaces native 
plants by creating large, dense stands along streams and 
creeks. Its tall growth shades out native vegetation and acts 
as fuel for wildfires.  

General Description: This herbaceous perennial spreads 
through rhizome fragments that can be carried with fill dirt 
or by water.

• Plant height: Stems can reach up to 24 feet (7.3 m) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Alternate, grey-green leaves clasp the stem 
in a heart-shape with fine hairs around the base. Stems grow 
erect and may branch from the node after the second year of 
growth. 

• Leaf size: Up to 2 feet (0.6 m) long.

Flowers & Seeds: Flowers grow in cream-colored plumes. 
Although it produces large numbers of seeds annually, seeds 
are not viable in the Pacific Northwest. 

• Flower size: Flower plumes reach 1-2 feet (0.3-0.6 m) long.
• Bloom: March through November.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN                 
WASHINGTON COUNTY
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Japanese butterbur
Petasites japonicus
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Japanese butterbur
Petasites japonicus

Impact: Japanese butterbur is toxic to humans if ingested 
raw. Its large leaves grow above native herbaceous plants 
and shade them out. 

General Description: This herbaceous perennial spreads 
by an extensive underground rhizome network and grows 
best in habitats with partial to full shade and moist soils, 
particularly along streams and creeks.

• Plant height: Up to 5 feet (1.5 m) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Leaves are kidney-shaped and grow on 
stout, tall stems. The dark green leaves are rough to the 
touch and have wooly hairs on the underside.

• Leaf size: Up to 4 feet (1.2 m) and grow on 5 foot (1.5 m) tall 
stems.

Flowers & Fruit: White to yellow flowers bloom in tight 
clusters before leaves have appeared. Flowers die back as the 
leaves emerge.

• Bloom: March through April.

Look-alikes: Flower clusters look like Pacific Northwest 
natives sweet and palmate coltsfoot (Petasites species). 
However, native coltsfoot has smaller, lobed leaves than 
Japanese butterbur.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE NEAR A                
NATURAL AREA OR WATER
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Goatsrue
Galega officinalis

La
n

d
 P

la
n

ts



Lan
d

 P
lan

ts

35

Goatsrue
Galega officinalis

Impact: Goatsrue forms dense stands capable of persisting 
for several seasons. The plants have naturalized and spread 
along waterways, roads, and power lines. It is toxic to 
livestock and wildlife when eaten.

General Description: This perennial shrub grows in dense 
colonies and forms deep taproots. It thrives in marshy 
fields, meadows, woodlands, semi-shaded fields, and along 
roadsides and stream banks.

• Plant height: Up to 6 feet (1.8 m) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Each plant has multiple stems and 
alternating leaves. It has pinnate leaflets that grow along a 
central stem. It has six to ten pairs of leaflets per leaf. The leaf 
is tipped with a final leaflet, rather than a tendril like other 
members of the pea family.

• Leaf size: Leaves grow up to 6 inches (15 cm) long and 
individual leaflets grow 0.5-1.5 inches (1-4 cm) long.

Flowers & Fruit: The white and blueish purple blossoms 
grow in long clusters. Smooth, narrow seed pods contain one 
to nine seeds. A single plant can grow up to 15,000 seed pods 
annually.

• Bloom: June through October.

Look-alikes: Goatsrue looks like wild licorice, vetch, and 
many pea species.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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Pokeweed
Phytolacca americana

1: Robert Vidéki, Doronicum Kft., Bugwood.org
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1

Pokeweed
Phytolacca americana

Impact: Pokeweed is toxic when eaten or touched. Wear 
gloves whenever handling it. Infestations outcompete native 
vegetation for sun, soil, and water.

General Description: This herbaceous perennial has 
smooth, stout, purplish stems that branch out broadly from 
a large, fleshy taproot. It is commonly found in yards, under 
powerlines, along roadsides, and sometimes in cracks of 
cement.  

• Plant height: 2-8 feet (0.6-2.3 m) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Its alternating, egg-shaped leaves have 
smooth edges. Stems are smooth and green with reddish 
streaks. 

• Leaf size: Up to 12 inches (30.5 cm) long and 4 inches      
(10 cm) wide. 

Flowers & Fruit: Cone-shaped clusters of white-green 
flowers hang from branches. Its round, purple berries ripen in 
mid-summer and remain on the plant through fall. 

• Flower size: Flowers are 0.25 inch (6.5 mm) across, and 
clusters reach 6 inches (12 cm) long.

• Bloom: June through July.

Notes: Its large taproot can reach the size of a bowling ball, 
making it difficult to remove. 

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN                 
WASHINGTON COUNTY
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Puncturevine
Tribulus terrestris
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Puncturevine
Tribulus terrestris

Impact: Puncturevine often grows in agricultural fields 
where it competes with crops for space and nutrients. It is 
toxic to sheep, causing health issues or death. Its spiny fruits 
can pop tires and are extremely painful if stepped on.  

General Description: This herbaceous groundcover generally 
grows as an annual but can be a perennial in warm climates. 
In sunny conditions it grows flat along the ground, while in 
shady conditions stems can grow erect. 

• Plant size: Trailing stems can reach up to 6 feet (1.8 m) 
long. 

Leaves & Stems: Leaves consist of three to eight pairs of 
opposite oblong leaflets. Opposite leaf pairs are composed of 
one larger leaf and a slightly smaller one. Stems are densely 
hairy. 

• Leaf size: 1-3 inches (2.5-7.5 cm) long.

Flowers & Seeds: Solitary flowers have five small and yellow 
petals. Seed pods are woody burs composed of four to five 
segments. Each segment has two pairs of sharp spines and 
contains one to four seeds. It reproduces entirely from seed, 
with large plants capable of producing over 5,000 burs 
annually.

• Flower size: about 0.4 inch (1 cm) across.
• Bloom: April through October.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN                 
WASHINGTON COUNTY
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Oblong spurge 
Euphorbia oblongata

La
n

d
 P

la
n

ts



Lan
d

 P
lan

ts

41

Oblong spurge 
Euphorbia oblongata

Impact: Oblong spurge grows in dense stands that 
outcompete native species. Its sap is toxic to humans, 
wildlife, and livestock. It is sometimes planted in gardens as 
an ornamental because of its bright yellow flowers.

General Description: This perennial shrub can be found 
in a variety of conditions, including along streams, moist 
meadows, disturbed areas, and gardens.

• Plant height: Up to 3 feet (1 m) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Alternate, egg-shaped leaves have finely 
toothed sides. Stems branch in multiple directions and 
release a toxic white sap when snapped. 

• Leaf size: 1-3 inches (2.5-7.5 cm) long.

Flowers & Fruit: Clusters of small yellow flowers grow at the 
end of stems. Each flower is surrounded by yellow-green 
bracts. Flowers develop small, circular seed pods which eject 
seeds several feet away when mature.

• Bloom: March through August.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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Orange hawkweed
Hieracium aurantiacum

1 & 3: Michael Shephard, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org
2: Becca MacDonald, Sault College, Bugwood.org
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Orange hawkweed
Hieracium aurantiacum

Impact: Hawkweeds dominate sites by releasing chemicals 
in the soil that restrict other plants’ growth. Meadows in the 
Pacific Northwest are especially at risk.

General Description: This perennial produces dense mats of 
rosettes and spreads by stolons and seeds. It thrives in moist, 
sunny areas but can tolerate shade. Found primarily in forest 
meadows and openings, pastures, lawns, and roadsides. It is 
self-pollinating.

• Plant height: 1-3 feet (0.3-1 m) tall when flowering.

Leaves & Stems:  Lance-shaped to elliptical leaves are 
covered in hairs on both sides. Leaf sides can be either 
smooth or lightly toothed. Its stems release a milky liquid 
when cut.

• Leaf size: 2-5 inches (5-13 cm) long.

Flowers & Seeds: Flowering stems are covered in stiff hairs. 
Flowers are generally red-orange in color, occasionally yellow. 
Flowering stems produce clusters of three to twelve flowers 
at their end. Seeds spread in the wind with help from a 
feathery attachment on the top of each seed.

• Flower size: 0.5-1 inch (1-2.5 cm) in diameter.
• Bloom: July through August.

Look-alikes: Unlike native hawkweeds, orange hawkweed 
has multiple flowers on each flowering stem. 

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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Mouse-ear hawkweed
Hieracium pilosella

All Photos: Janie Marlow, NameThatPlant.net, Bugwood.org
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Mouse-ear hawkweed
Hieracium pilosella

Impact: Like other invasive hawkweeds, mouse-ear 
hawkweed can greatly harm meadow habitats. Its roots 
release chemicals that prevent surrounding plants from 
growing. This allows it to easily outcompete native species. 

General Description: This herbaceous perennial forms dense 
mats and spreads by both seeds and stolons.   

• Plant height: 2-20 inches (5-51 cm) tall when flowering.

Leaves & stems: Its oval-shaped, smooth-sided leaves grow 
as a rosette. The underside of the leaves is covered in small 
wooly, white hairs. Flowering stems grow from the center of 
the rosette and are covered in small hairs. 

• Leaf size: Up to 5 inches (13 cm) long.

Flowers & Seeds: Each stem produces a single pale-yellow 
flower. The underside of the outer most petals are red. Seeds 
blow in the wind with the help of a feathery appendage 
attached to the top, allowing it to spread rapidly.

• Flower size: 0.5-1 inch (1.3-2.5 cm) wide.
• Bloom: May to August.

Look-alikes: There are several native hawkweed species that 
share a similar appearance to mouse-ear hawkweed.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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1 & 3: Eric Coombs, ODA, Bugwood.org
2: Jan Samanek, Phytosanitary Administration, Bugwood.org

Milk thistle 
Silybum marianum
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Milk thistle 
Silybum marianum

Impact: Milk thistle is toxic to livestock due to the large 
concentration of nitrates it accumulates. It forms dense 
stands that exclude native plant species and crops. Its sharp 
spines can cause injury to people and livestock. 

General Description: This herbaceous plant generally grows 
as a biennial in the Pacific Northwest but can also grow as a 
summer or winter annual. 

• Plant height: Up to 6 feet (1.8 m) tall when flowering.

Leaves & Stems: Its dark green and white, prickly leaves look 
as if someone spilled milk on them. Hollow flowering stems 
originate from the center of the rosette. 

• Leaf size: Up to 20 inches (51 cm) long.

Flowers & Seeds: Purple flowers grow at the end of stems, 
encircled by large spines. A single milk thistle plant can 
produce more than 6,000 seeds per year. Seeds are carried to 
other locations by wind, animals, and machinery where they 
can remain viable in the soil for at least nine years.

• Flower size: 1-2 inches (2.5-5 cm) across.
• Bloom: April through October.

Look-alikes: Several native thistle species look like milk 
thistle. To distinguish the differences between thistle 
species, explore the Xerces Society’s Native Thistle Guide.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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Italian thistle
Carduus pycnocephalus

1: Eric Coombs, ODA, Bugwood.org
2 & 3: Mary Ellen (Mel) Harte, Bugwood.org
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Italian thistle
Carduus pycnocephalus

3

Impact: Italian thistle is extremely problematic in crop and 
agricultural fields, potentially injuring livestock with its long, 
sharp spines.

General Description: This herbaceous annual grows in 
disturbed areas and agricultural lands.

• Plant height: Up to 6.5 feet (2 m) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Leaves are heavily guarded with spine 
tipped lobes. Leaf undersides are densely hairy, and the tops 
are marked with thin white venation. Stems are winged with 
spines running the length of the plant. 

• Leaf size: 4-6 inches (10-15 cm) long.

Flowers & Seeds: Narrow, cylindrical flowers may be solitary 
or form clusters of up to five flowers. Individual flowers vary 
in color from pink to purple and have spines encircling the 
base. 

• Flower size: 0.75 inch (2 cm) long.
• Bloom: May to June.

Look-alikes: Several native thistle species look like Italian 
thistle. To distinguish the differences between thistle 
species, explore the Xerces Society’s Native Thistle Guide.

Notes: Italian thistle grows from a long taproot that makes it 
difficult to remove. Unlike other common thistles, it cannot 
spread through underground rhizomes.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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Balfour’s balsam 
Impatiens balfourii
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Balfour’s balsam 
Impatiens balfourii
Impact: Balfour’s balsam quickly spreads along streams and 
creeks where it competes with native species for resources. 
Its simple root system does not hold soil in place, leading to 
erosion. 

General Description: This herbaceous annual is closely 
related to another invasive plant, policeman’s helmet 
(Impatiens glandulifera). Balfour’s balsam thrives in forest 
understory, wetlands, and grasslands and prefers shady 
areas with moist soil.

• Plant height: 0.5-4 feet (0.2-1.2 m) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Its smooth, succulent, branching stems 
vary in color from green to reddish orange. Leaves are oval to 
lance-shaped and toothed along the sides. 

• Leaf size: 1-2 inches (2-5 cm) long.

Flowers & Seeds: Its pink and white flowers have fused 
sepals in the back producing a spur that give it a trumpet-
like appearance. This spur helps differentiate it from similar 
species. In late summer to early fall, club-shaped seed pods 
are produced that forcefully eject seeds up to 18 feet (5.5 m) 
away if disturbed.

• Flower size: 0.75-1.75 inches (2-4.5 cm) long and have     
0.5 inch (13mm) long spur.

• Bloom: July to September.

Notes: Seeds will continue to mature even after plants have 
been removed from the ground. 

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN                     
WASHINGTON COUNTY
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Report your sightings of EDRR weeds 
Efforts to control invasive species can only be successful 
with your support. By reporting weeds found in this guide, 
you are helping improve the health of the Tualatin River 
Watershed. 

Visit Oregon Invasive Species Hotline: 
OregonInvasivesHotline.org



Aquatic Plants
Plant species that are found living in aquatic 
environments for most of their life cycle. These plants 
are found in standing or flowing water or mud.
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Policeman’s helmet
Impatiens glandulifera

1: Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.orgA
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Policeman’s helmet
Impatiens glandulifera

Impact: Displaces native plants in wetlands and moist 
forests which reduces food for waterfowl, songbirds, and 
pollinators. Its shallow roots do not hold soil, increasing 
erosion along streams, especially when it dies back in the 
winter.

General Description: This herbaceous annual grows in a 
variety of soil types but requires high soil moisture. Plants 
can be found in low-lying areas such as streamside forests, 
seeps along roads, or in wetlands.

• Plant height: Up to 10 feet (3 m) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Leaves can be arranged in an opposite or 
whorled pattern (three leaves per whorl). Leaf shape varies 
from oblong to egg-shaped, with toothed edges. Its upright, 
purple-tinged stems are smooth, hollow, and hairless.

• Leaf size: 2-9 inches (5-23 cm) long.

Flowers & Seeds:  Flowers are solitary and range in color 
from white to shades of pink. Each flower has three sepals 
and five petals which can take different shapes and sizes. 
Two of the petals are fused in front to resemble a British 
policeman’s helmet, and at the back it has a short curved 
“spur.” Mature fruits are elongated, five-chambered capsules 
that eject seeds when touched. A single plant may produce 
up to 800 tiny black seeds every year. 

• Flower size: 3-4 inches (7.5-10 cm) long.
• Bloom: June to October.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN                 
WASHINGTON COUNTY
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Purple loosestrife 
Lythrum salicaria
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Purple loosestrife 
Lythrum salicaria

Impact: Purple loosestrife crowds out native marsh 
vegetation that is needed by wildlife for food and shelter. 
Heavily infested areas result in degraded waterfowl and 
songbird habitat. 

General Description: This emergent perennial species can 
grow up to fifty stems. It has a well-developed taproot and 
spreads by seed and rhizome. It grows into massive thickets 
and thrives in moist sites like wetlands, ponds, ditches, 
stream banks, and marshy areas.

• Plant height: Up to 10 feet (3 m) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Lance-shaped leaves have round or heart-
shaped bases. Leaves are whorled or opposite with smooth 
edges. Upright stems are square to six-sided.

• Leaf size: 1-4 inches (3-10 cm) long.

Flowers & Seeds: Numerous showy, pink to purple flowers, 
with five to seven petals grow on long, upright spikes. Mature 
plants produce up to 2.7 million tiny seeds per year. Seeds are 
dispersed in late summer by boats, wind, water, and birds.

• Flower size: Spikes can grow to 3 feet (1 m) long.
• Bloom: July through September.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE NEAR A                
NATURAL AREA IN WASHINTON COUNTY
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Parrotfeather
Myriophyllum aquaticum

A
q

u
at

ic
 P

la
n

ts



59

Parrotfeather
Myriophyllum aquaticum

Impact: Parrotfeather is highly damaging to water quality 
and aquatic life. Plants can clog freshwater irrigation canals, 
slow-moving streams, ponds, and roadside ditches.

General Description: During the growing season, this 
submersed perennial will resemble a stand of tiny pine trees 
or horsetails emerging from the surface of the water.

Leaves & Stems: Bright green leaves are arranged in whorls 
of four to six around each node. Leaves have twenty to thirty 
small lobes per leaf, giving them a feathery appearance. 
Waxy stems can grow up to 16.5 feet (5 m) long, with only a 
few inches of the plant visible above the water surface.

• Leaf size: 0.8-1.5 inches (2-4 cm).
• Stem length: Up to 16.5 feet (5 m).

Flowers: Easy to miss flowers grow from the leaf axils.

Notes: Often introduced to natural areas by movement from 
private ponds or by people dumping aquariums into local 
streams or lakes. Stem fragments can travel to new water 
bodies by hitching a ride on waterfowl.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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Yellow floating heart
Nymphoides peltata

1 & 3: Leslie Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org
2: David Cappaert, Bugwood.org
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Yellow floating heart
Nymphoides peltata

Impact: Yellow floating heart grows in floating mats that 
impede water recreation, enhance breeding habitat for 
mosquitos, and degrade water quality by decreasing 
dissolved oxygen. Dense mats prevent sunlight from 
reaching submerged native vegetation. 

General Description: This free-floating or submersed 
perennial grows in thick mats on the surface of lakes and 
ponds. 

Leaves & Stems: Round to heart-shaped leaves have wavy 
edges and purplish undersides. Stems attach to the bottom 
of lakes and ponds, spreading by stolons that can grow to  
6.5 feet (2 m) long.

• Leaf size: 1-3 inches (2.5-7.5 cm) across.

Flowers: Flowers are bright yellow and have distinctive, 
fringed petals. Each stalk has one to five flowers that grow 
above the water surface. 

• Flower size: 1-1.5 inches (3-4 cm) across.
• Bloom: June through August.

Look-alikes: It is similar in appearance to the native yellow 
pond lily. Yellow floating heart’s leaves are smaller and have a 
purple tint on their underside, which the native yellow pond 
lily lacks. 

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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South American water primrose 
Ludwigia peploides, L. hexapetala
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South American water primrose 
Ludwigia peploides, L. hexapetala

Impact: South American water primrose is extremely 
damaging to water quality and aquatic life due to their ability 
to quickly overwhelm entire ecosystems. 

General Description: This submersed perennial grows in 
shallow edges of wetlands, ponds, lakes, and slow-moving 
creeks, streams, and rivers. These two species of water 
primrose are almost indistinguishable from one another.

Leaves & Stems: Stems creep horizontally across soil or 
float on water. It can grow roots from each stem node. Its 
alternate leaves change shape when it flowers. On horizontal, 
non-flowering stems, leaves are oblong to oval shaped. On 
erect, flowering stems, leaves are lance-shaped.

• Leaf size: 2.75-5 inches (7-13 cm) in length.
• Stem length: 1.5-10.5 (0.5-3.2 m) long.

Flowers & Seeds: Showy, five-petaled yellow flowers bloom 
individually on stalks growing from leaf axils. Seed pods are 
bright green to reddish-brown. Long seed pods are split into 
five parts.

• Flower size: 1 inch (2.5 cm) across.
• Bloom: late July to early September.

Look-alikes: There is a related native species, Ludwigia 
palustris, that resembles South American water primrose. 
However, native Ludwigia has small greenish flowers and 
smaller leaves. 

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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South American spongeplant 
Limnobium laevigatum

1 & 2: Shaun Winteron, Aquarium & Pond Plants of the World, USDA APHIS PPQ, Bugwood.org 
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South American spongeplant 
Limnobium laevigatum

Impact: South American spongeplant produces dense 
floating colonies that can quickly cover the entire surface of 
the water in slow-moving lakes or ponds. 

General Description: This perennial may be either free-
floating or produce roots that anchor it in the mud. It is often 
connected by stolons or creeping horizontal stems which 
produce more plants when fragmented.

• Plant height: Leafstalks growing above the water surface 
can reach up to 10 inches (25.5 cm) tall.

Leaves & Stems: Its smooth, egg-shaped leaves have a 
spongy tissue on the underside that aid the leaf in flotation. 
Leaves are arranged in a floating rosette with some leaves 
standing erect above the water surface and others lying flat. 

• Leaf size: 1-2 inches (2.5-5 cm) long.

Flowers: Male flowers are small, greenish-white, and have up 
to twelve petals. Female flowers lack petals.

• Flower size: 0.5 inch (1.25 cm) wide.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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Delta Arrowhead 
Sagittaria platyphylla

1 & 2: Tony Rodd, Flickr, under   CC BY-NC-SA 2.0 
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Delta Arrowhead 
Sagittaria platyphylla

Impact: Delta arrowhead quickly overwhelms aquatic plant 
communities due to its extensive seed production and ability 
to spread underground. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This emergent perennial spreads 
through underground rhizomes and tuber-like corms. It is 
originally from the southeastern United States. 

• Plant height: Stems reach 1-4 feet (0.3-1.2 m) tall.

LEAVES & STEMS: Above water leaves are lance to oval-
shaped and grow on the ends of stalks. Submersed leaves 
are strap-like in shape. 

• Leaf size: Emergent leaves grow to 7 inches (18 cm) long 
and submersed leaves reach 20 inches (51 cm) long.

Flowers & Seeds: Flowers grow in whorls of three at the end 
of erect leafless stalks. Flowers have three white petals and 
bloom from June to August. Individual plants can produce 
up to 20,000 seeds annually.

• Flower size: 0.75 inch (2 cm) wide.
• Bloom: late June through mid-August.

REPORT THIS PLANT IF SEEN ANYWHERE IN OREGON
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Watch for weeds, but don’t spread ‘em 
Take care not to spread invasive plants as you play and 
work in natural areas! 

Brush off your boots, bike, horse, and dog before and after 
visiting trails or natural areas to prevent the spread of plant 
seeds or debris. If you get in water, clean, drain and dry 
your boat, footwear, and gear before going to a new place. 

When cleaning out aquariums or backyard water gardens, 
don’t dump water or plants into streams, creeks, or rivers.  
Many aquarium plants and fish can grow out of control and 
become invasive.

Don’t move firewood from place to place. It may contain 
insects that could become invasive in new areas. A helpful 
phrase to remember is “Buy it where you burn it!”

Learn more at PlayCleanGo.org.
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Online Resources
Descriptions & photos of state listed noxious 
weeds in Oregon: 

• Oregon Department of Agriculture: Oregon.gov/oda/
programs/Weeds/OregonNoxiousWeeds/Pages/
AboutOregonWeeds.aspx

General invasive species information & resources:

• Tualatin SWCD: TualatinSWCD.org

• 4-County Cooperative Weed Management Area: 
4countyCWMA.org 

• Pacific Northwest Pest Management Handbook: 
PNWhandbooks.org/weed

Photographs of invasive species:

• Center of Invasive Species and Ecosystem Help: 
invasive.org

• Invasive Species Compendium: Cabi.org/isc

• Center of Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health: 
Bugwood.org

Reporting
• Oregon Invasive Species Hotline: 

OregonInvasivesHotline.org/
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