BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
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Field bindweed
Convolvulus arvensis

CLASSIFICATION
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

DESCRIPTION:
Field bindweed is a deep-rooted vine with trailing or
climbing stems that can grow over other plants and
structures.
LIFE CYCLE:
Perennial.
Field bindweed reproduces through pollination and
from rhizomatous roots.
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Creeping Jenny, lesser bindweed, small bindweed,
common bindweed, morning glory.
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ALSO KNOWN AS:
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LEAF AND STEM:

Field bindweed flowers.

Slender stems grow up to 6.5 feet (2 meters) long
and often climb fences or other plants to forms
dense, tangled mats.

Photo credit: (c) Gerald D. Carr,
courtesy of OregonFlora

Its leaves grow alternate along the stem and are
shaped like arrowheads with lobed bases. They vary
in size from 0.5 to 5 inches (1-13 centimeters) long
and 0.1 to 2.5 inches (2-64 millimeters) wide.
FLOWER AND SEEDS (OR FRUIT):
White to pinkish flowers are bell or funnel-shaped.
Each flower is approximately 1 inch (2.5 centimeters)
across. Plants flower multiple times a during a
growing season. Blooms April to September.
Each plant can produce up to 500 seeds. The seeds
grow in a small capsule and remain viable in soil for
up to 20 years or more.
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Class B

STATE OF WASHINGTON:
Class C
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RATINGS
STATE OF OREGON:

REPORT:
Field bindweed is widespread and common in Washington County
and does not need to be reported.
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Field bindweed leaves.

FOUR-COUNTY CWMA (Regional):
Class C
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Field bindweed
Convolvulus arvensis
DISTRIBUTION:
Field bindweed is widely distributed in Washington County.
LOOK-ALIKES:

HABITAT:
Field bindweed grows in a wide range of sun and soil conditions.
It thrives in areas that receive full sun and is capable of tolerating
periods of drought.
It is commonly found among field crops, pastures, forested parks,
and residential settings including driveways and flower gardens.
NATIVE RANGE AND HOW IT ARRIVED HERE:
It is native to Eurasia and arrived in the United States as a
contaminant in grain and crop seed.
HOW IT SPREADS:

Hedge bindweed flowers.
Photo credit: Brian Sugerman,
the Ohio State University, Bugwood.org

Seeds generally fall directly below the parent plant but can also be
moved by water, people, animals, and as a contamination in crop
seed. It can also produce new shoots from fragmented roots.
WHAT IT THREATENS:
Field bindweed’s long-lasting seeds and extensive root system allow
it to grow rapidly.
It outcompetes native vegetation and crops for resources and is
difficult to remove once established. Presence of field bindweed in
agricultural settings reduces crop yields.
LOOK-A-LIKES:
Hedge bindweed (Calystegia sepium)
Hedge bindweed is a native plant of Oregon and is often confused
with field bindweed. When the two are compared, hedge bindweed
has larger leaves and flowers.
While hedge bindweed is native to Oregon, it can outcompete other
plants and disrupt local ecosystems in certain settings.

Hedge bindweed leaves.
Photo credit: (c) Robert L. Carr,
courtesy of OregonFlora
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Field bindweed
Convolvulus arvenis
HOW CAN YOU CONTROL IT:
Field bindweed requires an integrated pest management strategy
for control and eradication. One control method is not enough to
eradicate an infestation. It is recommended you incorporate multiple
methods including cultural, mechanical, and chemical to eradicate
an unwanted field bindweed population.
CULTURAL:
Prevention is the most effective control. The most effective measures
you can take from preventing bindweed are to purchase clean
seed and ornamental stock, remove seedlings before they become
perennial plants, and prevent existing plants from producing seed.
Shade from shrubs and trees can reduce field bindweed growth and
makes it less competitive for resources.
MECHANICAL:
Field bindweed infestation.
Photo credit: Jan Samanek,
Phytosanitary Administration, Bugwood.org

Mechanical control is possible but requires consistent and diligent
effort over multiple seasons to be successful.
Shallow hoeing and tilling on a biweekly basis have led to successful
eradication over the course of 2 growing seasons.
Root fragments as small as 2 inches (5 centimeters) can grow new
shoots. Therefore, if mechanical control is used it must be frequent,
thorough, and persistent.
Mechanical control is not recommended in natural areas as this can
damage desirable vegetation and increase erosion concerns.
BIOLOGICAL:
Two biological controls are established in Oregon, the European field
bindweed moth (Tyta luctuosa) and the bindweed gall mite (Aceria
malherhae).
The moth defoliates bindweed as a caterpillar and the mite feeds on
the leaves, stem, and roots of the plant. These biological agents have
shown limited success in controlling field bindweed.
CHEMICAL:
For specific herbicide information, please contact the Tualatin SWCD
Invasive Species Program at invasives@tualatinswcd.org.

Field bindweed flower.

Tualatin SWCD does not endorse the use of specific herbicide brands
or products. Consult the label for accurate application rates and
appropriate sites to use on before every application.
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