
Protect the Tualatin River with 
a Streamside Planting Project

Start with a site visit. Anyone living 
in Washington County can contact us 
for a FREE site visit from Tualatin SWCD 
conservationists. We will talk with you 
about your unique property and discuss our 
program offerings.

The Tualatin River was once known 
as Oregon’s most polluted waterway. 
It has improved since the 1980s as the 
result of streamside planting and wetland 
management. Tualatin Soil and Water 
Conservation District (Tualatin SWCD) can 
work with you to continue to improve water 
quality by planting native trees and shrubs 
and removing invasive weeds. Together, 
with residents, we have already improved 
more than 48 miles of the Tualatin River 
and local streams.

VISIT   www.tualatinswcd.org
EMAIL habitat@tualatinswcd.org
CALL   503-334-2288

You can help ensure we have 
cool, clean, and abundant 

water for future generations.

 5 The property is located in rural 
Washington County, Oregon.

 5 The Tualatin River or a stream flows 
through the property year-round.

 5 There is room for an average of 50-ft 
planting areas on one or both sides of 
the stream (for most of the stream).

 5 The stream currently lacks suff icient 
shading from native trees and shrubs.

 5 You own the property or can receive 
landowner permission to do the work.

To be eligible, your property 
must meet all of the 

following requirements:

Explore your options. If it’s a good f it, 
work with our conservationists to submit an 
application to join the planting program. If 
your project is selected, all costs are covered 
in full, including project planning, labor, 
and materials. You will receive payments for 
participating in land conservation. 

Tell your neighbors. Once you’re 
enrolled in the program, you may be eligible 
to receive bonus payments if neighboring 
properties join the program.



Learn more about how you can help improve 
our local waters for everyone.

Contact us at
habitat@tualatinswcd.org or 503-334-2288

What’s my commitment if I enroll in a program?
You will complete a contract where you commit to: 
1. Determining a plan for property access for Tualatin SWCD staff and contractors.
2. Establishing an agreement length and relationship with the Tualatin SWCD that will 

last between 10-30 years depending on the program and your priorities.

Frequently Asked Questions:

How are weeds managed on the project?
We typically use a combination of herbicide application and mowing to manage weeds 
such as reed canary grass and himalayan blackberry. We use integrated pest management 
principles to apply herbicides when they are most effective.

Do I retain access to the project area?
Yes. We ask that you avoid damaging plants in the project area, particularly taking care 
when plants are young and becoming established. At the end of the project contract, we 
will provide you with recommendations for how you can continue to care for the project 
area once we are no longer managing the project.

Before streamside planting [2012]

What does a streamside planting project look like?
A typical project installs thousands of plants within 50 to 200 feet on either side of a stream. 
Our average project size is 10 acres. However, each project is unique based on the property, 
the stream conditions, and your goals.

Planted shrubs providing shade [2018]

Tualatin SWCD is not a reporting agency and site visits are non-regulatory. 
Any actions you choose to take are voluntary.



VISIT   www.tualatinswcd.org
EMAIL habitat@tualatinswcd.org
CALL   503-334-2288

Common Streamside Planting 
Trees and Shrubs 

Ponderosa pine

Bigleaf maple

Oregon ash

Cascara

Oregon white oak

Red-osier dogwood

Oregon grape

Swamp rose

Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District plants a variety of trees, shrubs, wildflowers, 
and grasses/sedges/rushes native to the Willamette Valley. In each planting project we 
select the plants best suited to the site and most compatible with the surrounding land use.

Pacific ninebark

Douglas spirea

Willow

(c) Bruce N. Newhouse, courtesy of OregonFlora

Osoberry
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